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GPO PREPARES TO BECOME FIRST 
FEDERAL AGENCY NAMED AS 

TRUSTWORTHY DIGITAL REPOSITORY FOR 
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION  

 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) is preparing to become the first Federal 

agency to be named as a Trustworthy Digital Repository for Government information through certification of its 

flagship Federal Digital System (FDsys) under ISO 16363.  

  

The Audit and Certification of Trustworthy Digital Repositories (TDR) checklist will be used by an accredited 

outside organization to assess FDsys against 109 criteria covering Organizational Infrastructure, Digital Object 

Management, and Infrastructure and Security Risk Management.  While a number of digital repositories have 

already been certified as TRAC-compliant, none of them are operated by Federal agencies.  A certification 

under ISO 16363 will reinforce GPO’s commitment to its mission of ensuring effective public access to 

Government information through its assured preservation in digital formats. 

  

To begin the audit process, GPO is being named today by the Library of Congress and the National Institute of 

Museum and Library Services as one of 5 institutions to receive a resident through the National Digital 

Stewardship Residency (NDSR) program.  Under this program, host institutions are provided with a resident for 

one year to work on a significant digital stewardship project.  GPO’s NDSR resident will work on preparation 

for the audit and certification of FDsys as an ISO 16363 Trustworthy Digital Repository. 

  

Link Library of Congress press release: http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2014/14-214.html 

 

 Link to ISO 16363: http://www.iso.org/iso/iso_catalogue/catalogue_tc/catalogue_detail.htm?csnumber=56510 

 

“We are pleased and honored to be selected for participation in the 2015-16 National Digital Stewardship 

Residency,” said GPO Director Davita Vance-Cooks.  “The expertise we will be provided with will advance our 

goal of being certified as a Trustworthy Digital Repository for the over 1 million titles stored on FDsys, 

ensuring that the public will continue to have ready access to this Government information for years to come.” 

 

GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, 

indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. 

Government. The GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services 

for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well 

as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print 

formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through 
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our Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov), partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide 

participating in the Federal Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more 

information, please visit www.gpo.gov 
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